
Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

What We’ve Heard
Findings

SURVEY RESULTS

SURVEY RESPONDENTS
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What would you like the project team to study to improve access to 
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What quality of life concerns do you have related to the FDR 
Drive? (select all that apply) What is your age?What would you like the project team to study to improve access 
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What quality of life concerns do you have related to the FDR 
Drive? (select all that apply) What is your age?

Over 60
(11%)

19-30
(13%)

45-60
(16%)

31-45
(26%)

No Response
(33%)

Under 18 
(1%)

What is your zip code?

•  Collected over 300 online survey responses (as of 7/25/23)

•  Hosted 9 in person mobile events and one virtual small    
group meeting  (as of 7/25/23)

To take a survey:

8% - 10003

14% - 10009

Summary of “Other” responses:
light pollution; wildlife preservation; bicycle 
routes; lack of parking; heavy traffic; equity; 

heat; contribution to climate crisis  

Summary of “Other” responses:
remove the FDR; add public transportation; 

elevators to pedestrian bridges; more signage; 
green floodwalls; fishing access; more trees 

37% - 10002

41% - All other zip codes
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

What We’ve Heard
Community Engagement
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“Pedestrian safety 
first!”

Example of 
feedback received

“There’s a lot of 
transportation 

conflict.”

“If there was a safe 
crossing here it would 

activate the area!”

“Dangerous traffic 
conditions for 
pedestrians.”

“Better access from 
Williamsburg Bridge 

bike lanes to East 
River Park.”

“Add more lighting 
under the bridge.”

“The area should be 
revamped to be more 

green with more shade 
and cleaner parks.”

“More protected 
bike lanes!”

“More trees!”

“Unbearably hot in the 
summer, no shade.”

“The section between 
10th and Grand is 

most in need of new 
connections.”

“Could there be a 
shuttle bus here?”

“Need a clear 
route to the NYC 

Ferry.”

NYC Parks Open Spaces

Other Open Spaces

East River Park (planned design)

Mobile Engagement Event

1. Gouverneurs Gardens 6/30/23

2. Corlears Hook Park 6/20/23

3. LES Ecology Center (virtual) 6/27/23

4. Vladeck Houses 7/13/23

5. East River Co-ops 7/25/23

6. Baruch Houses 7/6/23
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To take a survey:

What We’ve Heard
Community Engagement
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“The most important 
thing is preventing 

a storm surge. 
Everything else is 

secondary.”

“Would like a 
dedicated bike lane.”

“Drivers here 
are unfriendly to 

pedestrians.”

“The whole FDR 
Drive area should 
be made greener.”

“This bridge is 
difficult to bike 

across.”

“Prioritize pedestrians 
and cyclists!”

“The bike lane is 
frequently blocked 
by cars and trucks.”

“Not enough 
tree cover to 

provide shade.”

“Difficult to navigate 
as a pedestrian and 
bicycle commuter.”

“Connections between 
NYCHA and the 

waterfront.”

“Create a protected 
bike lane on 6th street 

that leads to the 
pedestrian bridge.”

10

8

9

7

7. Tompkins Square Park 6/24/23

8. Sixth Street Community Center 7/18/23

9. Wald Houses 7/20/23

10. Riis Houses 7/12/23

NYC Parks Open Spaces

Other Open Spaces

East River Park (planned design)

Mobile Engagement Event1

Example of 
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

IMPROVEMENT AREA

Strategic street 
tree planting and 
addition of rain 
gardens

Sidewalk widening 
and planting to 
make E. 6th a more 
welcoming gateway 
to the park
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A light touch approach could enhance the pedestrian entrances 
at each of the pedestrian bridges and entrances over the FDR, 
regardless of whether they are being reconstructed as part of 
ESCR. Pedestrian enhancements could include the addition of 
shade and habitat planting, street trees, welcoming lighting and 
signage, seating, rain gardens, and other green infrastructure.  

What this scenario would evaluate:
• Opportunities for greening the upland and extending the park 

experience to the other side of the FDR
• Opportunities for upland GI
• Opportunities for new bicycle and micro-transit connections

SCENARIO 1: UPLAND ENHANCEMENTS

WATER MAIN
COMBINED SEWER

 
POWER LINES

EAST RIVER 
PARK

E. 6TH STFDR SB FRONTAGE 
ROAD

FDR NB

SCENARIO 1: UPLAND ENHANCEMENTS

CONSIDERATIONS

Access Benefits: Enhanced pedestrian environment 
on service road and existing at-grade crossings

Open Space Benefits: +100 trees (potential)

Cost: $21 - 57 million

Construction: Approximately 6 months - 1 year for 
construction and 2 - 4 years for project duration

Example maintaining current parking areas

Example with impacts to parking lane

“Green, living 
floodwalls, more 

trees and greenery.”

“Enhanced access and 
safety measures for 

cyclists and pedestrians, 
and reduced prioritization 

for vehicle traffic.”

 “Can we have plantings 
on the FDR side of the new 

wall to make it more visually 
pleasing, and absorb noise 

and pollutants?”

“Less space for 
cars, more space 

for people.”

EXISTING AT GRADE CONNECTION

IMPROVEMENT AREA

EXAMPLE 
AREA SHOWN 

BELOW
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Street Improvements
Improvement Concepts

“Plant mature trees.”

“More pedestrian 
space, less space for 

cars.”
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

TOOLKIT OF STREET IMPROVEMENTS

TREE BEDS WITH PERMEABLE PAVERS

PLANTED MEDIAN

ENHANCED TREE BEDS

RAIN GARDEN WITH PERMEABLE PAVERS

ENLARGED TREE BEDS

PLANTED PLAZA

PLANTED CURB EXTENSION

PLANTED CURB EXTENSION RAIN GARDEN

ENLARGED TREE BED

STREET 
TREES

FDR DRIVE

8’ CLEAR ZONE

FDR DRIVE
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STREETTREES

8’ CLEAR ZONE

SERVICEROAD

FDR DRIVE
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BULB OUT 
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Street Improvements
Improvement Concepts

Team is also considering bike lane improvements, 
accessibility improvements, lighting, wayfinding, 
and seating.
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To take a survey:

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT THIS . . .

MY CONCERNS . . .

Street Improvements
Improvement Concepts
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

EXISTING AT GRADE CONNECTION

ESCR PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

POTENTIAL PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

CONSIDERATIONS

Access Benefits: 
Additional bridge connections 
to waterfront

Open Space Benefits: Opportunity 
to enhance sidewalks near bridges

Cost: $29 - 57 million per bridge

Construction: Approximately 3 
years for construction and 6 years 
for project duration

“Pedestrian 
safety first!”

“The more crossings 
the better, people need 
access to public open 
space for recreation.”BARUCH HOUSES
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EXAMPLE 
AREA SHOWN 

BELOW

Pedestrian Bridges
Improvement Concepts
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

WEST THAMES BRIDGE, MANHATTAN WEST STREET BRIDGE, MANHATTAN

HIGH LINE BRIDGE, MANHATTAN

SQUIBB PARK BRIDGE, BROOKLYN

Pedestrian Bridges
Improvement Concepts

D 
R 

A 
F 

T



Lower East Side | East Village 
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To take a survey:

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT THIS . . .

MY CONCERNS . . .

Pedestrian Bridges
Improvement Concepts
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

CONSIDERATIONS

Access Benefits: Cover portions 
of FDR Drive and enhance existing 
overpass at Houston Street

Open Space Benefits: Deck over 
could feature landscape space

Cost: $316 - 514 million

Construction: Approximately 4 
years for construction and 9 - 10 
years for project duration
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“I’m a huge proponent of 
putting a deck over the FDR!”

“Covering the entire 
FDR with eco-friendly 

pathways and native plant 
species like the High Line 

would be awesome!”
“Less space for 

cars, more space 
for people.”

0' 200' 400'

IMPROVEMENT AREA

EXAMPLE 
AREA SHOWN 

BELOW

Deck Study
Improvement Concepts

IMPROVEMENT AREA

“Convert the FDR into an 
underground tunnel, and 
build a park on top of it.”

“Give the waterfront 
back to the people, 

not to cars!”
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To take a survey:
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Deck Study
Improvement Concepts
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To take a survey:

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT THIS . . .

MY CONCERNS . . .

Deck Study
Improvement Concepts
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Lower East Side | East Village 
Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

CONSIDERATIONS

Access Benefits: Additional at-
grade street crossings to East 
River Park and the waterfront with 
signalized intersections on the FDR 
Drive

Open Space Benefits: 
Opportunities for sidewalk and 
median trees and plantings 

Cost: $56 - 90 million

Construction: Approximately 2 
years for construction and 5 - 7 
years for project duration

EXISTING AT GRADE CONNECTION

POTENTIAL AT GRADE CONNECTION
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“Any improvements to the FDR 
Drive that would make it nicer 
like the West Side are much 
appreciated and welcome.”

“Convert the FDR 
to a pedestrian 
friendly street.”

“I express my support 
for the transformative 
idea of replacing the 

FDR Drive with a surface 
level boulevard.”

“Remove / reconstruct the 
highway to a lower speed, 

multimodal avenue with bike 
lanes and pedestrian amenities.”

0' 200' 400'

IMPROVEMENT AREA

EXAMPLE 
AREA SHOWN 

BELOW

At-grade Connections Study
Improvement Concepts

“Please convert FDR 
Drive to a boulevard 
similar to the West 

Side Highway.”

IMPROVEMENT AREA
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Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

WEST SIDE HIGHWAY, MANHATTAN

SHERIDAN BOULEVARD, BRONX

At-grade Connections Study
Improvement Concepts
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Waterfront Access Study

To take a survey:

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT THIS . . .

MY CONCERNS . . .

At-grade Connections Study
Improvement Concepts
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To take a survey:

Street trees 

Air quality

Bicycle lanes

Flood Mitigation Planting + Biodiversity

Noise

Public transit Heat + shade

Vehicular access

Construction duration

Pedestrian safety

Parking

PLACE YOUR STICKERS ON TOP CONCERNS THE PROJECT TEAM 
SHOULD CONSIDER AS CONCEPTS ARE STUDIED FURTHER.

ACCESS + MOBILITY OPEN SPACEHEALTH + ENVIRONMENTSTORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT

Next Steps
Community Priorities
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To take a survey:

Next Steps
Community Priorities

USE THIS SPACE TO WRITE IN ANY ADDITIONAL CONCERNS YOU HAVE 
THAT AREN’T LISTED ON THE OTHER BOARD AND PLACE A STICKER.

ACCESS + MOBILITY OPEN SPACEHEALTH + ENVIRONMENTSTORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT
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